SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
of most visitors to the Soviet Union and, indeed, of
most people who have not soaked themselves in the
limpid -nihilism of post-war fiction.
Marx and Engels, writing in the middle of the
nineteenth century, were. able to dispose of the
problems of absolutist ethics with comparative ease. I
do not think that we of the twentieth century can
dismiss these problems so easily. The news of blood-
shed comes to us daily over the wireless. A whole
generation of us can remember the events of 1914-22.
Some of us are fighting now in Spain. To-morrow,
perhaps, it will be Mexico or Greece. The immediacy
of moral and emotional problems, involving always
"categorical imperatives" of a sort, demands that we
reconsider the basis of ethical relativity once more.
In his book Ludwig Feuerbach, Engels settled these
problems of ethics merely with a good-humoured
chuckle. He criticises the false materialism of
Feuerbach. He describes it as undialectical, that is
to say, unrelated to the inner conflict of history.
Materialism, for Feuerbach, amounts merely to a
recognition of the physical causes of all mental
phenomena. It is merely the sort of vague materialism
that one expects from one's medical adviser. Such a
materialism can offer no solution for the real ethical
problems we have to face in the day-to-day business of
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